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The

Early reports indicate Americans may see significantly 
larger tax refunds this year, with refund amounts 
projected to increase by an average of $1,000 

per household. The increases are thanks to new and 
expanded tax breaks and because most people did not 
adjust their tax withholding amount to account for these 
changes. Instead of letting the extra money disappear 
into everyday spending, it can be a powerful tool to move 
people closer to their home‑ownership dreams. More great numbers: eight families bought homes last 

month with $0 down payment through our Equity Zero  
program. We are so excited for a new year improving 

the lives of families with this truly life-changing loan.
An Equity Zero loan made it possible for Kelly to buy a new 
home after losing everything she owned in a house fire before 
Christmas. Her Realtor sent her to us knowing it would be her 
only option. She was approved 
and found a great home, but the 
appraisal revealed repairs the 
sellers were not willing to make. 
Kelly’s agent stepped in to make 
the repairs and save the loan! 
There wasn’t a dry eye at the 
closing table.

Larger Refunds This Year

God Bless the troops
serving to preserve

our freedom.

Did you love your 
mortgage experience? 

Sweet Refi Savings
♥ Lowered Rate by 2% 
♥ Reduced monthly 

payment by $749 
♥ $259,254 Life of Loan 

Savings!
♥ PLUS more savings by 

reduced homeowner’s 
insuranceTell a 

Friend...

“We got our dream home because of this 
team just in time for our new baby. Very 

pleased with the outcome and very grateful 
for their hard work for me and my family.” 

- Jathan, Raving Fan of Equity Zero

33 Years Making Home Happen

Home improvements. Current homeowners can 
use the extra money for repairs or upgrades that 
boost long‑term home value.
Pay down principal. Using a tax refund to make a 
principal-only mortgage payment reduces your loan 
balance directly, saving thousands in interest. Be 
sure to specify it is a “principal only” payment.
Down‑payment savings. Renters looking to buy 
a home can use it for a down payment or to pay 
closing costs.
Debt reduction. Use the refund to pay down credit 
cards or other debt to improve credit scores before 
a home purchase (always reach out to a trusted 
Mortgage Specialist first).
If you’d like to make the most of your refund 
toward your home goals, reach out!

We lend in AL, CT, DC, DE, FL, GA, IN, KY, MA, MD, 
ME, MI, NC, NH, NJ, OH, PA, RI, SC, TX, VA & WV.

Top 3 Tax 
Refund Uses:

49% Savings
33% Pay Down Debt
28% Daily Expenses

Source: Statista.com

Use a Tax Refund Toward Home
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John was referred to us by his Realtor and we helped 
him purchase his first home in 2022 with down payment 
assistance through a state housing program. He referred 
his sister Elizabeth to us a couple years later and we 
provided a roadmap to purchase. We were so happy to 
help her buy her first home—a condo—last month. We 
had this self-employed borrower from application to 
clear to close in 19 business days! Check out what 
she had to say about our process on the next page...

1. ZARLBDZI ____________________
2. NOFZER ____________________
3. GNTABOGO ____________________
4. LSOIBWENOM ____________________
5. OHTTWEIU ____________________
6. DGISNELD ___________________
7. SCCILEI ____________________
8. DRSNAOBWO ___________________
9. RENIBHAET ___________________
10. RLUFRSEI ___________________

Congrats to Heather & Araya!
National Card Playing Day Jumble: Solitaire, Blackjack, Spades, 
Bridge, Canasta, Rummy, Cribbage, Pinochle, Euchre, Poker.

Entry From: __________________________

Unscramble to find winter related 
words below. Email or text a pic of 
your answers by 3/1/26 and we’ll 
enter you in a drawing for a $50 
gift card of your choice!

2.17.26 - National Random Acts of Kindness Day  
Random Acts of Kindness Week is February 14–20! Make 
kindness a daily habit with small, intentional actions. 
Scan the barcode or click and print the 
2026 Kindness Calendar to enjoy a 
simple daily prompt to make it easy to 
spread kindness all year long!

winwin
$$50!50!

 our December winners are...and

Introduce us! 
Free application. 

Life changing results.

Be Kind February!

Who Needs a Reality Check?

Ingredients 
•	2 c whole milk
•	½ c heavy cream
•	1 tsp pure vanilla extract
•	½ tsp kosher salt

•	4 c semisweet chocolate 
chips

•	1⅓ c milk chocolate chips 
(or try dark chocolate!)

Instructions
In a medium saucepan, add milk, cream, vanilla, and salt. 
Whisk together over medium heat. When bubbles begin to 
form around the edge of the pan, remove from heat and 
add chocolate chips. Let sit for 5 minutes undisturbed, 
then whisk until smooth. Serve with assorted dippers 
such as: strawberries, sliced bananas, pound cake cubes, 
brownie bites, giant marshmallows, pretzel rods, apple 
slices, graham crackers, Rice Krispie treats, bacon strips, 
potato chips, etc.

Chocolate FUNdue Party
Add a little sweetness to the month of love with this 
easy chocolate fondue recipe.

Follow www.fb.com/AmberJamesMortgageSpecialist/ for quick updates on when to refi & save!

https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/printables/calendars/2026_RAK_kindness_calendar.pdf


3Who do you know looking for a New Home? We’d love to help! 3

Each buyer is different. 
 If you know someone who 
was denied a mortgage in 

the past, we would love the 
chance to look at the details 

with fresh eyes. We’ll think creatively, 
explore their eligibility across all our 
programs and present their options.

We all hold onto things that reflect who we hope 
to grow into: the gourmet cook, the marathon 
runner, the master crafter... Maybe it’s a pasta 

maker still in the box, a guitar waiting for its moment, or 
clothes that no longer fit. Collectively these are known as 
aspirational clutter. 
It’s especially common this time of year as we assembled 
the tools we needed for our new year goals and then our 
determination faded. They represent our good intentions, 
but when they stop inspiring us, they add unnecessary 
weight to our space and mindset. 
Questions to Clear Aspirational Clutter
1)	Ask what would need to change for you to use the item. 
2)	Consider whether you’ve used it in the past month.
3)	Try a three‑month “trial separation.” If you never think 

about the item, you’re ready to release it.
Letting go isn’t giving up on goals, it’s about creating 
space for the life you’re really living now. Release what no 
longer serves you, and see how your home and mental 
state will feel lighter and calmer.

Is It Time to Let it Go?

Who 
do you 
know?

U.S. life expectancy rose to 79 years in 2024, the 
highest mark in history according to a CDC report 
last month. As older adults are making it a priority 

to stay in their homes as they age, it will be necessary to 
make adjustments for comfort and safety. To keep your 
home working for you now and for years to come, here are 
a few areas to focus on. 
Bathroom Safety: Add grab bars, update to a higher toilet, 
install slip-resistant flooring, switch to a detachable shower 
head, and consider a walk‑in or low‑threshold shower to 
help prevent slips.  
Better Lighting: Upgrade to brighter, layered lighting 
throughout and add motion-sensor lights to hallways and 
bathrooms.  
Make Movement Easier: Replace round doorknobs and 
faucets with lever-style handles, remove tripping hazards, 
and ensure pathways stay wide and clear for mobility aids 
if needed. Consider how you can make your entryway 
more accessible with ramps and handrails.

Securing a Forever Home

It is also important to check in on your mortgage. A 
quick annual review can help ensure your loan still fits 
your long‑term goals. You may be able to lower your 
monthly payment, reduce your interest rate or term, or 
explore ways to tap into your home’s equity for upgrades 
or expenses. Reach out to discuss your future plans!

“10 out of 10. Excellent customer 
service, very professional, dedicated, 
and kind. They truly become like 
family because they care about 
every detail, and their dedication 

and commitment to clients makes 
the process much easier. Thank you 
also because thanks to your tireless work, 
my brother got his house and referred me 
to you. We are so happy with your 
dedication and professionalism.”   

Self Employed FTHB

Download my FREE Mortgage 
Calculator App! Our cutting-edge 
technology designed to make the 
loan process easy, efficient, and 

stress-free.To download, click the URL or enter
https://equity247.app.link/0xBO7YBo5Fb on 
your smartphone browser.

727-946-7066
ajames@CallEquity.net
110 W Reynolds St Ste 106 
Plant City, FL 33563

Amber James
Mortgage Specialist
NMLS 341282

Visit My Webpage! 
www.CallEquity.com/Amber-James

	3 To Apply Free
	3 Give Me a Review 
	3 Follow Me on Social Media
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NMLS ID #1579. AL 20405, CT ML-1579, ML-BCH-1315500, ML-BCH-2274520, ML-BCH-2050966, DC MLB1579, MLB318356, DE 9521, 11829, 039138, FL MLD880, MLDB1629, 
MLDB11739, MLDB14549, MLDB15748, MLDB17135, MLDB20700, MLDB22853, GA 1579, IN 9940 & 11055, KY MC824, MC812435, MA Mortgage Lender & Mortgage Broker MC1579, 
ME 1579, MI FR0018548, NC L-134393, NH 1579MB, 1579MB1860036BCH, 1579MB2050966BCH, OH RM.850263, PA Department of Banking 20488, RI 20153125LL, SC MLS-1579, 
MLB-1087981, MLB-2102433, MLB-2340595, MLB-2558638, MLB-894620, TX 1579, VA MC-4491 nmlsconsumeraccess.org, WV ML-38569, MLB-2102433. DBA’s: Equity Resources of 
Ohio, Inc, PA Equity Resources, Inc, ERI Mortgage, Inc, Equity Resources, Inc of Ohio, Equity Resources of Ohio. By refinancing an existing loan, total finance charges may be higher over 
life of loan. Certain restrictions apply, call for details. Equity Resources, Inc. Corporate: 25.5 S Park Pl, Newark, OH 43055

“To appreciate the beauty of a snowflake, it is necessary to stand out in the cold.” - Aristotle

Please pass this newsletter on to a family member, friend, neighbor or coworker.

The Best of Best Play on Words Comment  
“Had our backs back-to-back! This team helped 
us purchase our first home in 2023. After closing, 
they continued to watch rates, understood our 
family and financial situation to know what we 
were looking for, and reached out as soon as it 
made sense to start the refinance process.”

Best Rhyme Award
“They notified us when something needed our 
attention, were always available for a text 
or conversation, and explained everything in 
detail. There were no surprises along the way, 
including the closing day.”

Most Questions Award 
“As a first time homebuyer, I had a million 
and one questions and they never failed to 
answer each and every question in a way 
that made sense to me.”

Short Sentences Award
“Everybody worked hard to make my purchase 
happen. They always kept us informed. We 
never felt out of the loop. I would definitely 
recommend. Great group of people.”

“Johnny on the Spot” Service Award
“Was always “Johnny on the Spot” anytime 
I called, they either answered right away or 
called me back as soon as they were free.”

Quiet the Voices Award
“They took their time not only to meet with me 
but to explain every step of the way. Their soft 
and calming voice was what I needed when the 
other noises were in my head.”

Many Stars Award
“I’d give 500 stars if I could! In just a couple 
weeks I was able to get my refi completed and 
a HUGE weight off my shoulders.”

Raving Fan 
Comments

It’s National Bird Feeding Month, dedicated to helping 
wild birds survive the coldest part of the year. By this 
time of winter, natural food sources are scarce and 

feathered friends rely more on backyard feeders to get 
them through to spring. Supporting birds doesn’t require 
special expertise, here’s how you can help:
Offer the right foods: Black oil sunflower seeds attract a 
wide variety of birds, while suet provides much-needed fat 
for cold days. Nyjer (thistle) seed is a favorite of finches.
Keep feeders clean: Regularly cleaning feeders helps 
prevent the spread of disease.
Provide fresh water: A shallow birdbath or heated water 
source can be just as important as food during freezing 
weather.
Create shelter: Evergreens, brush piles, and dense 
shrubs give birds protection from wind and predators.
Many birds benefit from year-round support. Continuing 
to provide for them throughout the seasons helps create 
healthier bird populations and a more vibrant backyard 
ecosystem. Plus, watching them is a great stress reducer! 
Take a moment to look out your window and enjoy the 
beauty of birds and nature, this can brighten even the 
coldest winter days.

February is For the Birds

3/1 is World Compliment Day
The power of words is incredible. As author Sam Owen 
once said, “Compliments cost nothing, yet they create so 
much.” A sincere compliment has the power to brighten 
someone’s day, strengthen relationships, and spread 
positivity instantly. Today is the perfect opportunity to 
pause, notice the good in others, and say it out loud.

A few ideas...
“I’m so grateful to have you in my life.” 
“Thank you for always being there for me.” 
“You inspire others to be better people.”
“I really appreciate everything you do.” 
“You are such a great, thoughtful listener.” 
“You make people feel comfortable and welcome.” 
“You bring so much positivity wherever you go.” 
“The world is a better place because of you.” 
“You’re genuinely a joy to be around.” 
“I admire how you handle challenges.” 
“You make people feel seen and valued.” 
“You have a gift for making others smile.”  
“You have a wonderful sense of humor.” 
“Being around you makes everything better.” 
”You have great taste.”
“You have such a kind heart.” 
“I love how your mind works.”
“Your passion is inspiring.”
“You are so authentic.”
“I’m so proud of you.” 


